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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . The preliminary amendment of January 22, 2002 has been entered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 (JSC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for 
the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the 
United States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application 
by another who has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1 ), (2), and (4) of section 371 (c) of this 
title before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 

The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors Protection Act of 1999 (AIPA) 
and the Intellectual Property and High Technology Technical Amendments Act of 2002 do not apply when 
the reference is a U.S. patent resulting directly or indirectly from an international application filed before 
November 29, 2000. Therefore, the prior art date of the reference is determined under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) 
prior to the amendment by the AIPA (pre-AlPA 35 U.S.C. 102(e)). 

3. Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Herz (U.S. Patent No. 
6,029,195). 

4. In regard to claim 1 , Herz discloses a method of facilitating contact between one or more 
resources and users on a network wherein personal profiles are allocated to the user, the or each of the 
said resources has a code, and at least one said code is matched with a predetermined said profile 
thereby to effect or influence contact between the or each of the said resources and the or each of the 
said users associated with the said matched code and profile. Herz discloses a method of analyzing user 
data requests and building a profile, which is matched with target objects. See Herz, column 10, lines 29- 
55. 
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5. In regard to claim 2, Herz is applied as in claim 1 . Herz further discloses wherein the network is 
the Internet See Herz, column 80, lines 57-60. 

6. In regard to claim 3, Herz is applied as in claim 1 . Herz further discloses wherein each user 
profile contains exclusively data of a general nature and does not contain data capable of uniquely 
identifying that user. See Herz, column 5, lines 35-61 , which describes what data the user can hide and 
choose to disclose in the profile, thereby ensuring privacy and allowing the user to store data of a general 
nature and preventing identifying the user. 

7. In regard to claim 7, Herz is applied as in claim 1 . Herz further discloses wherein each user 
profile is established using software requiring the user to respond to queries. In the Herz invention, each 
user is consulted on "target objects" where a user's "relevance feedback" for a specific object is used to 
profile a user. See Herz, column 28, lines 40-66. 

8. In regard to claim 8, Herz is applied as in claim 1 . Herz further discloses wherein each user 
profile comprises a data set made up of separate data nuggets representing different personal attributes 
of the user See Herz, column 10, lines 37-56. See Herz, column 13, lines 43-67. See Herz, column 18, 
lines 10-61. See Herz, column 19, lines 8-28. 

9. In regard to claim 9, Herz is applied as in claim 8. Herz further discloses wherein the nuggets are 
grouped as sub-sets of characteristics of the user. See Herz, column 42, lines 15-41. 

10. In regard to claim 12, Herz is applied s in claim 1. Herz further discloses wherein a matching 
intermediately (sic) Is used for matching profiles and codes. See Herz, column 40, lines 61-67. See 
Herz, column 41, lines 5-21. 

11. In regard to claim 13, Herz is applied as in claim 3. Herz further discloses wherein the resources 
are web sites. Herz describes a method of linking websites to user interests. See Herz, column 7, lines 
19-51. See Herz, column 8, lines 18-21. See Herz, column 10, lines 8-11. 

12. In regard to claim 17, Herz is applied as in claim 13. Herz further discloses wherein the result of 
the matching of a user's profile and a resource web site code is such as to direct the user to the resource 
web site. See Herz, column 1 0, lines 8-1 1 . 
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13. In regard to claim 18, Herz is applied as in claim 13. Herz further discloses wherein the result of 
the matching of a user's profile and a resource web site code is such as to influence information 
presented to the user at the resource web site. See Herz, column 20, lines 49-65. See Herz, column 30, 
lines 42-67. 

14. In regard to claim 19, Herz is applied as in claim 1 . Herz further discloses wherein the matching 
of a user's profile and a resource code is effected using a mask whereby a match is achieved when mask 
parameters are met to a predetermined extent or within a predetermined range. Herz describes a lengthy 
method of determining how close the target object is to the user profile. See Herz, columns 1 5-29 for an 
in-depth explanation on the similarity profiling and how close a target object needs to match a user profile. 

1 5. In regard to claim 20, Herz is applied as in claim 19. Herz further discloses wherein the matching 
is effected in relation to correlation of the user's profile with codes hierarchically divided within catalogue 
entries whereby matching is aborted on occurrence of a higher level matching failure within the hierarchy. 
Herz discloses matching user profiles to target objects by using a hierarchical cluster tree. See Herz, 
column 70, lines 37-67. 

16. In regard to claim 21 , Herz is applied as in claim 18. Herz further discloses wherein the matching 
Internet web site acts to effect said influence. See Herz, column 67, lines 30-66. See Herz, column 70, 
lines 1-36. 

1 7. In regard to claim 22, Herz is applied as in claim 21 . Herz further discloses wherein the influence 
comprises construction and presentation of a customised web page. See Herz, column 70, lines 1-35. 

18. In regard to claim 24, Herz is applied as in claim 1 . Herz further discloses a network, resource 
servers connected to the network, local user network equipment to provide access to the network for 
users, and at least one intermediary server connected to the network and operable to match user profiles 
with resource server codes. See Herz, Figure 2. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

19. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 
rejections set forth in this Office action: 
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(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

20. Claim 10 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Herz. 

21 . In regard to claims 4-6, Herz is applied as in claim 1 . Herz discloses storing a user profile. 
However, Herz fails to disclose that the user profile is stored only in network equipment under control of 
that user, each user profile is stored in that user's own local equipment used for access to the network, 
and the local equipment comprises a PC. Official Notice is taken that a file can be stored anywhere on a 
network, including exclusively on a PC that the user uses locally for network access, since files can be 
accessed across a network and networks are designed for communication and file sharing. Therefore it 
would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to store the Herz user profiles anywhere, including 
exclusively on a local PC to the user. 

22. In regard to claim 10, Herz is applied as in claim 9. Herz discloses storing characteristics of a 
user. However, Herz fails to explicitly disclose the user of 32 characteristics. It would be obvious to one 
of ordinary skill in the art to store any number of characteristics in the Herz invention to provide the most 
accurate profiling as required by the development implemented by one of ordinary skill in the art. 

23. In regard to claim 1 1 , Herz is applied as in claim 10. Herz discloses storing a user profile but fails 
to disclose storing 32 characteristics wherein each characteristics (sic) has a group of 16 nuggets. 
However, it would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to store any amount of data in the Herz 
invention necessary to match the target objects to the user profiles, including 32 characteristics wherein 
each characteristics (sic) has a group of 16 nuggets. 

24. In regard to claim 23, Herz is applied as in claim 22. Herz fails to disclose the presentation of a 
customised web page in a frame. However, Official Notice is taken that presenting web pages in frames 
is well known in HTML coding and has existed long before the statutory bar for the priority date of this 
application. Therefore it would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to use the Herz invention with 
frames on a web page. 
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25. Claims 14-16 and 25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Herz in 
view of Hobbs (U.S. Patent No. 6,523,022). 

26. In regard to claims 14-16 and 25, Herz is applied as in claims 13 and 24. Herz fails to disclose 
the use of a search engine to match user profiles with content. However, Hobbs discloses the use of 
search engines to sort content for a user based upon their preferences. See Hobbs, column 4, lines 38- 
64. See Hobbs, column 7, lines 53-66. See Hobbs, column 18, lines 22-48. It would be obvious to one 
of ordinary skill in the art to use the search engine of Hobbs with the profiling system of Herz because 
both are analogous systems dealing with matching user profiles with content and for the purpose of 
delivering content to users without having to train them how to access said content. [Hobbs, column 10, 
lines 29-34] Herz gives motivation by stating that a user should be able to access information of 
relevance and interest to the user without requiring the user to expend an excessive amount of time and 
energy. [Herz, column 4, lines 28-33] 

Conclusion 

27. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's disclosure. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Valencia Martin-Wallace can be reached on 571-272-6159. The fax phone number for the organization 
where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application 
Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be obtained from 
either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) 
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